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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

As 2008 draws to a close, we are most aware of the positive changes required by each of us in order to 

bring forth a more harmonious and equitable world. By nature, every major challenge offers an opportunity 

for the emergence of something more benefi cent and true. Over the past seven years, working in rural and 

underserved regions across Afghanistan, Nepal, India, Cambodia and Laos, and most recently expanding 

to Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Chad and Niger, we are more inspired than ever that our unique approach of 

providing information, education and leadership training creates positive social change for millions—

helping to restore dignity, equity and opportunity for those who need it most.

“Inform.  Educate.  Inspire” It’s more than our new tagline; it refl ects the essential services we deliver, 

the continuum of change our benefi ciaries sustain and the heart of our mission. 

By combining the power of innovative media, such as serial dramas, chat shows and mobile theatre, 

with interactive technology and direct community mobilization activities, people receive life changing 

information and education and are inspired to work together to overcome daunting challenges and 

improve their lives.

In Nepal and Cambodia, over ten million otherwise isolated young people learn life skills, HIV 

prevention, livelihoods training and community development for several cents per person per year. In rural 

Afghanistan, empowered with the knowledge of their inherent Islamic rights, women negotiate the right 

to work outside the home, send their daughters to school and resist child marriage. In India, we expanded 

our efforts to educate migrants on HIV prevention, while continuing to protect hundreds of Cambodian 

girls from being traffi cked into sexual slavery though safe migration education.

This year, we are most pleased to announce the expansion of our services to a second continent—Africa. 

While increasing the impact of our programs across Asia, we have begun implementation of comprehensive 

youth lifeskills and livelihoods programs in Niger and Chad, poised for offi cial launch in early 2009.

We hope you take new inspiration from the testimonials and stories shared by our beneficiaries and 

local staff in this report. None of this would be possible without the dedication and generosity of our 

distinguished supporters, extraordinary worldwide staff, Board of Directors, Advisory Council, partners 

and most importantly, not without the courage and unshakable belief in positive change demonstrated 

every day by our benefi ciaries.

We invite you to join us as we continue to address new challenges and reach new countries. By reducing 

inequity together, we can bridge the gap between poverty and opportunity, empowering millions with 

the tools they need to improve their lives.

Si n c e r e l y ,

 

Mark Gunther      Ronni Goldfarb
Chai r, Board  o f  D i re c t o r s     P re s iden t  &  CEO
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The simple act of receiving vital information at just the right time can 

profoundly impact the course of one’s life. Information is portable, 

relatively inexpensive and yet one of the most powerful tools available 

to create positive social change. However, for millions across the 

developing world, illiteracy, poor infrastructure and a severe lack of 

practical, local information leave individuals and whole communities 

without this most essential resource.

For example, a young Cambodian woman seeking to migrate abroad for 

work often does not know how to distinguish between a real offer of 

employment and a false lure resulting in bondage and sexual slavery. 

However, a trusted radio chat show host can provide this young 

woman and her family with the specific information she needs to 

protect herself from such dangers or with news about livelihood 

opportunities closer to home. For this young woman and for most 

people, the information source must be trusted, reliable and inspiring. 

Whether through radio/TV, chat shows, serial dramas, street theatre, 

mobile text messaging, print, community-based leadership trainings 

or other creative formats, Equal Access establishes trust with millions 

by reaching people with the information they need most. By providing 

critical information Equal Access helps people help themselves.

Bridging the Gap between 
Poverty and Opportunity

I have seen many organizations working for the development of Cambodia, 

but few have focused  so closely on building knowledge  and spirit as Equal 

Access. I think it is more serious to be knowledge poor than materially 

poor. When we provide people with accurate information and a vision, I 

have seen that they improve their lives. This is the value of Equal Access.

—Village listening and dialogue group facilitator, Batambang Province, Cambodia
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Millions of women and girls live in abject poverty and suffer daily attacks against their basic 

human rights, simply because they are women. In societies where gender inequality is deeply 

rooted, women and girls may endure forced marriage or domestic violence and are often 

denied access to education, health services and the right to fully participate in their communities 

and societies.

For many who lack access to information and education about their basic rights, listening to 

a trusted voice from a media program and participating in a community-based discussion group 

provides a safe space to learn about these rights and realize new dreams. Whether through a 

drama with familiar hosts, an interactive radio call in show, or through the intimacy of a village 

listening group, our programs reach marginalized women and girls with the information and 

tools they need to claim their inherent power and dignity and transform their lives. 

For instance, across Afghanistan, hundreds of rural women gather weekly to listen to and discuss 

Equal Access’ radio serial drama, My Rights, Your Rights, Our Rights in the Light of Islam. Along with 

millions of loyal home-based listeners and over 5,000 female and male community-based leaders 

trained by Equal Access, these women are learning that human rights and 

women’s rights are values enshrined in Islam and the Koran. And now within their villages, 

more girls attend school, less are forced into early marriage and more woman are able to 

work outside the home. 

WOMEN AND GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT 

Women, if given the opportunity, can achieve anything that men would be able to achieve. 

Attention is seldom given to the struggle that women undertake in life. Women are not selfi sh 

and they sacrifi ce a lot. They should be respected and rewarded. Women are one wheel of the 

chariot and without them the world would not exist. It is necessary to respect the spirit of 

women. This is the view of our listening group. This is the first radio program to talk about 

women’s rights. After listening, women in our community are more informed and confi dent.

—Listening group member, Yogendra Chaulagai, Sindhuli, Nepal
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Often radio is the most effective way to reach the 

vast majority of people in remote areas as well

as in urban centers while at home or at work. By 

networking radio stations together across each 

country to participate in the creation and broadcast 

of different radio series, Equal Access ensures 

that information is delivered at national scale and 

that even the most marginalized and isolated areas 

are included. To ensure that all people have equal 

access to information, we work to build the capacity 

of radio stations, set up micro-FM radios; or provide 

satellite receivers, so these remote communities 

can access radio in some cases for the very fi rst time.

Pawan Prakash Upreti    Project Manager,  
Equal Access Nepal 

With so much to learn and share, I have been engaged with Equal Access since September 2005. 

I’m responsible for research and implementation of the emerging modern technologies, audio-

visual broadcasting and managing technical training programs and projects for Equal Access 

Nepal.  In terms of capacity building and technical support to the radio stations in Nepal, Equal 

Access has been a pioneer in some of the outstanding activities such as satellite broadcasting, 

radio signal mapping for FM radio broadcasters and the implementation of a comprehensive 

Broadcast Listening Audience Survey for the past three years. 

Recently, I was able to apply my knowledge and experience in a collective effort of producers and 

broadcasters to develop and support Nepal’s landmark Broadcasters Code of Conduct at a critical 

time in my country’s reconciliation efforts. Equal Access has given me a platform where I can 

share my expertise, as well as solve new challenges. Knowing that my work helps millions of 

Nepalese in a very real way by providing the information they need to improve their lives 

inspires me daily. 
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With a reach to 40 million listeners in Asia, and new projects 

launching in the African Sahel, Equal Access provides 

education where it is needed most through media–based 

teacher training, early childhood development programming

for teachers, parents and children, and life-skills and 

livelihoods training for young people ages 14–30. Without 

education that develops essential life skills and a belief 

in one’s personal power to effect change, an individual 

may struggle to apply new information in a way that yields 

positive results.

While some of our projects provide education in formal 

settings through interactive media instruction in the 

classroom or distance teacher training, just as importantly 

we reach people of all ages where they spend most of their 

time, at home, in the fields farming, at work, on a bus, at 

community listening groups or other social settings. No 

matter what the venue, education is most effective when 

people are entertained and engaged. Through gripping 

storylines, inspiring role models, charismatic media hosts, 

listening and discussion groups, call in shows, and magazine 

features, communities explore life challenges from many 

perspectives over time. This process empowers individuals 

to use information and education as powerful tools for 

personal development—changing their lives for the better.

Fostering Human Development
and Personal Empowerment

EducateEducateEducateEducateEducateEducateEducateEducateEducate



I volunteered to become a listening and discussion

group facilitator after listening to one of Equal Access 

programs on land law and human rights. I enjoy being 

a facilitator because it allows me to help people in my 

community learn about these issues and it taught me 

a lot about the development challenges we face. Now 

after the launch of the new Youth Chat Radio Show for 

Cambodia, We Can Do It! I am very proud that I have led 

efforts to form 53 youth listening and discussion clubs. 

These youth clubs are a positive example of the impact 

that Equal Access programs are having across Cambodia. 

The clubs have become a positive force for change in 

Banteay Meanchey province—my homeland. For example, 

the groups have organized events such as youth councils

and have approached local government authorities to 

advocate on behalf of young people in the province . . .

—Mik Sinh, youth club facilitator, Banteay Meanchey, Cambodia
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YOUTH AND EDUCATION 

By 2020 the world’s youth population will easily reach 

four billion. Hundreds of millions of young people in the 

least developed regions of the world do not complete 

primary school and many more suffer in poor learning 

environments with little support or encouragement from 

elders. Weak governments, pervasive poverty and lack of 

employment compound the early obstacles set in motion 

by a poor or limited education. Without essential life 

skills and livelihoods training, or a support network for 

guidance while navigating life’s difficult decisions, young 

people struggle to believe in themselves and in their 

ability to improve their lives. 

In Nepal, over 50% of the population is under 25 years 

of age and until Chatting with My Best Friend began 

broadcasting life skills and health messages in 2001, many 

had no place to turn for this crucial information. Now 

more than eight million young people tune in to the lively 

hour-long youth chat show featuring drama, songs and 

light-hearted banter between young hosts on everything 

from HIV/AIDS prevention, life skills and livelihoods 

training, to dating and difficult life decisions.

Similarly, nearly half of Cambodia’s 14 million people 

are under the age of 18. With so many young Cambodians 

hungry for the opportunity to improve their lives, our 

new youth media show, We Can Do It!, has captured the 

imagination and loyal listenership of millions within its 

first year of broadcast with life-skills, health and civic 

education. Empowering youth—tomorrow’s leaders, 

parents and teachers—with self-esteem, the confidence 

and skills to create a better life, and a supportive network 

of peers is one of the most powerful contributions Equal 

Access can make to future generations and to a more 

equitable world.



Deep in my heart I have always felt that few Nepali women ever dream of their own future. Even if 

they are educated, economically and politically empowered, they don’t have their own dream. If you 

ask a woman what her dream is: you get an answer that she has never dreamt for herself. When she 

is daughter— she follows her father’s dream, when she is married—she fulfi lls her husband’s dream 

and when she gets old—she has to live with her son’s dream. Looking at this reality for the majority 

of women in Nepal, my dream is to help Nepali women dream for their future and I am doing 

this through radio. 

My initial affiliation with Equal Access started in 2004 as part time producer for the UNIFEM 

funded Changing Our Worlds radio program. Now, I coordinate the production of two programs that 

focus on HIV and AIDS prevention within the context of violence against women and safe migration. 

Every week these programs weave real life struggles and stories with reliable information and advice 

from Nepali experts. Listeners are able to share personal testimonies through audio recordings and 

letters and the show provides a platform to analyze these issues through a gender lens.

Jaya Luintel                Content Production Manager, 
Equal Access Nepal 
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Each year, Equal Access content production continues its steady growth delivering hundreds of hours of life changing 

information to more underserved communities. When broadcast, performed and or distributed in tandem with thousands

of hours of training and direct community engagement activities, broader and deeper impact is sustained. In 2007, we tripled 

training hours delivered and remain committed to combining media with grassroots dialogue and action to foster positive change.



Equal Access reaches millions of people with critically needed health information and education on HIV/AIDS 

prevention, sexual and reproductive health and maternal and child health enabling them to make more informed 

choices. For example, At Home and Abroad is an innovative 30 minute serial drama and magazine series which 

works to prevent HIV transmission among Nepali migrants in their destination communities of Delhi and Mumbai 

and when they return home to Western Nepal. The show features a drama segment following the adventures of 

Narendra, a young man from a village in western Nepal who migrates to Mumbai in search of work and faces the 

pressures of debt, alcohol and peer pressure to patronize brothels. 

As the only places to hear Nepali language programs in Delhi and Mumbai, migrants travel by bus each week 

to youth drop in centers/ health clinics to listen to Narendra’s exploits and share discussions with their peers. At these 

clinics, migrants receive voluntary testing and counseling. The program weaves crucial messages about HIV prevention, 

care and treatment. In a recent comparison study, listeners had a marked rise in their knowledge level regarding 

HIV/AIDS and STDs, a signifi cant change in in attitude towards HIV prevention and care, increased requests for 

condoms and a stronger likelihood of advocacy and support for people living with HIV/AIDS in rural communities.

HEALTH

‘‘‘‘‘
HEALTH

I come from Accham district in Nepal. I am working as a Security 

Guard with a housing society in Mumbai. I have been listening to 

At Home and Abroad and like the content very much. I feel I get lot 

of relevant information on safe living through At Home and Abroad. 

I used to be in very high-risk behavior of visiting sex workers without 

using condoms, but after listening to the radio program I started using 

condoms regularly. I now regularly ask for condoms when I visit the 

clinic staff. I also share most of the information I learn from At Home 

and Abroad with other Nepali friends & peers and mobilize them to 

listen to the radio program communally.

—Listening group member, Yogendra Chaulagai, Sindhuli, Nepal
’’’’’



Even with adequate information and education, individuals and 

communities often rely on dynamic local leaders and enthusiastic 

action oriented individuals to catalyze community empowerment 

activities. Most importantly, the social cohesion and courage derived 

from interpersonal dialogue, group trainings and peer-to-peer 

support significantly amplifies the power of each individual and the 

entire group. For this reason, Equal Access considers leadership 

training and direct community empowerment activities as essential 

ingredients driving the continuum towards positive social change. 

Working with local partners, we identify aspiring leaders among our 

vast listening audiences and invite them to participate in a range

of regional trainings. Whether an already recognized village leader, 

a community health worker, a village elder, a women’s advocate, 

youth activist or any committed community member, leaders are 

gatekeepers and inspiring catalysts for collective action and new 

solutions. Through specific training modules, trainees learn to 

mobilize community l istening and discussion groups, answer 

questions, provide links to resources and inspire community 

members to work towards shared goals.

Stimulating Individual and Community
Empowerment Activities

InspireInspireInspireInspireInspireInspire



Throughout the developing world, many individuals—especially in rural communities—do not 

perceive violence or a lack of access to education, information and social services as a violation of their 

basic rights. Without this perception of injustice, the few development efforts that reach rural areas 

struggle to empower these underprivileged, semi-literate communities. While most commercial media 

reinforces the status quo, community-oriented media has the power to portray positive role models 

and local solutions that inspire emulation and positive change in audiences. 

Our programs model tolerance and respect by emphasizing listening and dialogue and by providing 

a media platform for even the most marginalized to add their voices and share their stories. For 

example, Equal Access’ combined radio series and leadership training, Naya Nepal, incorporates a wide 

array of marginalized groups, exploring their grievances within the context of society. Exceptionally 

popular, the success of Naya Nepal, lies in its proven ability to deepen the understanding that violating 

any individual’s human rights negatively affects society as a whole.

HUMAN RIGHTS

’’’’’

With gradually increasing awareness of their rights under Islam gained each week at the 

listening and discussion groups for Equal Access’ groundbreaking radio-drama series,

My Rights, Your Rights, Our Rights in the Light of Islam, seventy women joined to petition 

their village leaders and obtained the right to send their daughters to school in Kapisa 

province. With extraordinary synchronicity, sixty-three women in the Paghman district, 

near Kabul banded together for a walk into town and successfully negotiated the right to 

work outside their homes to help support their families.
 

  We were surprised to learn that Islamic rights were so close to international 

human rights and Afghan constitutional rights.

—Afghanistan Listening Group Participant, Human Rights in Islam

any individual’s human rights negatively affects society as a whole.
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Nuon Sao is a living example of Cambodia’s recent tumultuous past. Following the overthrow 

of the Khmer Rouge government by the Vietnamese army, Sao joined the Cambodian army 

to fi ght against remnants of the former regime.  After leaving the army, Sao joined the 

Cambodian Mine Action Group and then World Education, working to integrate landmine 

and HIV/AIDS awareness into national education curricula.  Sao is truly a man of the people. 

His experiences during the Khmer Rouge era and the civil war that followed have positively 

infl uenced the way he interacts and empathizes with people.

“Despite the things I have witnessed I try to be have a gentle attitude and a good 

sense of humor with the people and communities that I serve through Equal Access. I am 

determined to shape a better Cambodia for my children, and am driven and determined

 to inform, educate and improve the lives of Cambodia’s most disadvantaged people.” 

Sao joined the Equal Access Cambodia team in April 2006. He has been an integral part 

of our community outreach and project assessment activities.  As Outreach Coordinator, 

Sao is responsible for implementing trainings, organizing community dialogue groups and 

coordinating projects with provincial NGOs and government organizations.  His work with 

our community partners has been instrumental in achieving many project successes, 

including formation of hundreds of listening and dialogue groups.   Production Assistant, 
Equal Access Afghanistan

As a woman it is very difficult to work in Afghanistan.  Work opportunities are very 

narrow and conditions poor.  Many of those who have dared to come out of their houses 

to help their families and serve their people have fallen victim to violence, and some have 

even lost their lives as a result.  Working under such challenges, these women, working 

in fields like health, education, and the media are, indeed very courageous and zealous 

women.  They fight against gender discrimination and the biased, narrow view that dictates 

that a woman’s place is within the walls of the house.  For this reason, I was very excited 

to have the chance to join Equal Access as a Production Assistant.  I had heard many 

positive things about Equal Access and its activities in promoting and supporting human 

rights, public awareness about the dangers of drugs and other projects in Afghanistan.  

Equal Access works to communicate information to the Afghan people, especially 

those who are underserved and marginalized.  In order to put this intention into reality, 

Equal Access uses the most efficient and cost effective methods and means.  It holds 

many trainings and roundtables on educational and cultural topics including human 

rights in Islam, in different provinces around the country.  All these activities play a vital 

role in enlightening people’s minds and serving them.  I feel proud to be a part of 

Equal Access and a part of its activities because I make a contribution to serving the 

Afghan people through Equal Access. 

Zuhra Naizee

Nuon Sao           Outreach and Assessment Team Manager, 
Equal Access Cambodia 



Without an understanding of effective governance, empowered civic participation, and basic citizen rights, marginalized 

communities are unaware of their ability to affect change. When supported by targeted, informative media and public forums 

which enable the reconciliation of diverse views, a more informed citizenry can hold leaders accountable and in turn, newly 

trained leaders are able to understand the importance of being responsive to their constituents.

In Cambodia, our Success Starts with You drama 

series follows villagers from two rural communes as 

they solve issues affecting their communities, such 

as disputes around elections, land rights and crime.  

Highlighting stories of real Cambodians navigating 

similar challenges stimulates listeners to emulate the 

role models portrayed in weekly episodes.  

Recognizing that collective action is often the 

strongest form of redressing political grievances, 

our innovative projects do more than broadcast 

information. Equal Access brings elected offi cials, 

community leaders, local journalists and everyday 

citizens together in town hall forums and community 

dialogue groups to achieve practical solutions, 

increasing the effectiveness of local governance.  

My fellow listening club members and I have been actively participating in drafting the commune 

development plan. Motivated by the Equal Access program, Success Starts with You, we have 

dared to speak up for what is important to us and criticize our local government’s failure to address 

what we view as the most pressing problems in our village. 

For example, one listening group member successfully advocated for the construction of a road 

to the nearby village and to our rice paddies and I have approached our commune council to 

construct a new irrigation system to supply our crops. In the past we were afraid to speak out. But 

now, together, we have learned that we have the power to tackle the challenges our community faces.

—Hang Sopheap, Prey Thoum, Prey Veng Province, Cambodia
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Launching two new country programs in Chad and Niger 

in 2008, Equal Access is developing innovative youth radio 

programming to provide young people across the Sahel 

region with life-skills and increased livelihood opportunities. 

This initiative is also designed to increase overall access 

to information and improve community governance. Focusing 

on urban, informal settlements and rural areas underserved 

by economic and social empowerment initiatives, Equal 

Access wil l implement its proven youth media model 

specifi cally tailored to the context of the Sahel region of Africa. 

Our innovative youth to youth radio model spurs 

dialogue on topics relevant to local communities, plays 

a role in influencing social norms, forges connections 

between communities, and inspires positive action. As 

weak governments, unemployed youth, poverty, ethnic 

tensions, and lack of access to resources increases within 

the Sahel region, so does vulnerability to conflict. This 

new initiative is designed to promote the critical elements 

of long-term stability in the region: tolerance, peace and 

economic sustainability.

Introduction to 
the African Sahel

of long-term stability in the region: tolerance, peace and 

economic sustainability.

Introduction to 
the African Sahel



Experiencing signifi cant growth of 41% during the 2007 fi scal 

year, Equal Access International implemented its programs 

across five countries with the financial support of a diverse 

range of supporters and partners including UN Agencies,

 bi-lateral and multi-lateral aid agencies, foundations

 and individual donors. Equal Access International’s sound 

financial stewardship is shown in the unqualified opinion 

on the audited statements for 2007. With a clear focus on 

fulfillment of our Mission, we have maintained a consistent 

level of General, Administration and Fundraising costs 

over the past three years with eighty-five percent of every 

dollar going directly to program implementation. The fi nancial 

information presented here is drawn from the audited 

financial statements of Equal Access, which were prepared 

in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.

—Explanatory note from the Director of Finance
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Equal Access International 
Condensed Financial Information 

for Year Ending December 31, 2007

Statement of Activities   

Revenue           3,503,702 

Program           2,622,657 

Program support             216,061 

Management & General             333,374 

Fundraising              168,289 

Total Expenses           3,340,381 

Increase in Net Assets             163,321 

Net assets, beginning of year             156,564 

Net Assets, end of year             319,885 
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